2012 Miss Sumter County Scholarship Pageant
Rules and Regulations
This pageant is sponsored by the Sumter County Fair Association and directed by the Miss Sumter County Pageant Director and Committee.  The pageant will be conducted through the selection of five (5) finalists, one of whom will be Miss Sumter County 2012.  The five finalists shall be declared by a Certified Public Accountant following the final tabulation according to the judging at the conclusion of the pageant.  
The Scholarship and prizes awarded will be governed by the Pageant Director and Committee.   The 2012 Miss Sumter County Titleholder can request her scholarship award after  the successful completion of her title year ending with the pageant in 2013.  Scholarship funds will be issued to the titleholders college/university of record only.  No scholarship awards will be presented to individuals personally.  
It is very important that all contestants and responsible parents understand that whoever is crowned Miss Sumter County 2012, must abide by the Pageant Director and Committee decisions concerning the Year of Service.  This includes the following but not limited to what you will wear, who your chaperone will be, the activities in which you will participate in concerning your title and other such responsibilities as are required of you as Miss Sumter County.  You or your parents DO NOT make these decisions.  The Pageant Committee makes these decisions.  Anything you do contrary to these rules could result in the loss of your title and prizes.  
You will make no appearance as Miss Sumter County, except those approved by the Pageant Director and/or Committee.  An approved chaperone must accompany all appearances of Miss Sumter County.  This rule applies particularly to news/media appearances and interviews.  Your chaperone must be present for all media questions and answers or appropriate arrangements made and approved by the Pageant Director and/or Committee. 
1.  FILING OF APPLICATIONS:  Application may be obtained either by computer request, or by mail or in person.  Application must be completed before the designated deadline as determined by the Pageant Director and Committee.
2.  PROCESSING OF APPLICATION: The Pageant Director and Committee will determine eligibility of applicants as related to the residence, age, schooling and other general rules of the pageant. 
3. COMPLIANCE WITH RULES AND REGULATIONS:  The applicant’s signature on the application will be considered as evidence that the applicant HAS READ AND AGREES TO ABIDE BY ALL THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE PAGEANT, AND THAT THE APPLICANT AGREES TO ATTEND ALL ANNOUNCED MEETINGS AND REHEARSALS.
You must understand that failure to follow these rules without just cause may be cause of elimination from the pageant.  “JUST CAUSE” absences must be cleared in advance by the Pageant Director and Committee to be considered acceptable.
4. GENERAL ELIGIBILITY:
A.  CANNOT REPEAT:  Whoever is crowned as Miss Sumter County WILL NOT be allowed to compete for that particular title any year thereafter.
B. AGE, SEX, AND SCHOOL STATUS:  An applicant must be born a female.  She must be between the ages of 17and 24 years of age.   The competition age will be determined by your age on the day of the pageant.  All contestants must maintain a high school or college GPA of 2.0 or higher to participate in the pageant.  Grades will be reviewed, calculated and approval on a predetermined date by a member of the Pageant Committee. If contestant is a high school graduate but not enrolled in college a high school diploma should be presented to meet GPA requirements. Entry fee will not be refunded should the contestant not meet the School Status requirements as stated.
C. RESIDENCY:  Applicants must be a resident of Sumter County.  Students who attend college or universities outside the county, but whose home falls within the County are considered eligible to compete.  Residency is determined by the address on the contestant’s drivers license.  
D. MARRIAGE OR PREGNANCY:  Applicant must be single, never having been married, or never have had a marriage annulled.  Applicant must never have been pregnant or  birthed a child.  Upon conclusion of the Pageant, since marriage or pregnancy could interfere with the fulfilling of a winner’s responsibility to the title of Miss Sumter County, any member of the court who marries or becomes pregnant will automatically forfeit their position and prizes.  She will also return her crown to the Pageant Director.  In such cases, the Pageant Director and Committee will determine the course of action to be followed. 
E. GOOD MORAL CHARACTER: Each applicant or contestant must be of good moral character and must not have been convicted of a crime.
F. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE TITLEHOLDER: After final selection of the Miss Sumter County, she shall portray good conduct, morals, and good manners.  She should conduct herself with dignity and at all times be a credit to the Miss Sumter County Pageant and the Sumter County Fair Association as well as the community she represents.  All social media (Facebook, Twitter, Blogs, My Space, etc.) will be monitored for compliance.  Failure to follow these rules will be considered cause for dismissal from the position she holds as well as forfeiture of her prizes.
G. TITLEHOLDERS FUTURE RESPONSIBLITIES:	Following her selection as Miss Sumter County, the title holder will be required to make future appearances on behalf of her title as well as a representative of Sumter County and the Sumter County Fair Association.  Any exceptions to such requested appearances must be approved by the Pageant Director and Committee.  The following appearances and responsibilities are considered mandatory for the titleholders.  
1.  Sumter County Fair March 9 – 17 2012.  
2. Following year’s orientation meeting.
3. Following year’s dress rehearsal and pageant.
4. Titleholder will send Thank you notes to sponsors.
5. There may also be other events the Pageant Director and/or Committee may need the title holder to attend.  Missed appearance could result in the loss of your title and forfeiture of your prizes.
6. All clothing will be approved by the Pageant Director or assigned Committee Member before any and all appearances.  
7. Titleholder will be available for all photo sessions.
8. Titleholder will be available for any and all fund raisers for the upcoming year.
9. Titleholder will be available for the Little, Princess and Jr. Miss dress rehearsals and pageants.

5.  DISQUALIFICATION:  In the event the titleholder should be disqualified, the first runner-up shall become the recognized titleholder until the next titleholder is crowned the following year.  Disqualification will result in the loss of prizes.  
6. RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES:  Once the application is accepted to participate in the competition, the contestant agrees not participate in any other pageant or activity which conflicts with the Miss Sumter County Pageant and /or responsibilities of the title.  Failure to follow this rule will be considered cause for elimination from this pageant.  In the event a contestant does not adhere to this rule the Pageant Director and Committee shall determine the course of action to be taken. 
7.  CONSENT OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS:  An applicant under eighteen (18) years of age must have the written permission of her parents or legal guardians to participate in the pageant.  The notarized signature of the parents or legal guardians on the application shall be considered as their consent.
8. JUDGING PROCEDURE:  TABULATED AND ANNOUNCED DECISION OF THE JUDGES WILL BE FINAL.  In the event of a tie the highest Interview score of the competition will be used as the tie breaker.   Documents pertaining to those decisions will be available for review by the parents and contestant only.    Copies will not be released.  
9. DRESSING ROOM TO BE CLOSED:  During the course of the dress rehearsal and the pageant competition, the dressing room will be closed to everyone except the contestant, one contestant assistant, pageant committee members and designated volunteers.  All contestants and contestant assistants within the dressing room will be given an armband for admission into the dressing room and will be required to stay in the dressing room for the ENTIRE pageant including intermission.    
10. PAGEANT COMPETITION:    Competition will consist of five phases:
i. Seven minute interview representing 25% of the total score.
ii. Talent representing 35% of the total score. (2:00 minute maximum)
iii. Dazzling Denim Wear representing 15% of the total score
iv. Evening wear represent 20% of the total score
v. On-Stage Question representing 5% of the total score. 
Competition Rules and Guidelines will be provided as a separate document but are to be considered binding with the signing of this document.
A Talent Request Form is required to be submitted for each contestant by the designated date on the Competition Rules and Guidelines.  
11.  ORIENTATION:  Orientation is Tuesday November 29th, 2011 and is recommended for all contestants.  Contestants under the age of 18 must have one parent present.  This is a critical meeting where we discuss the do’s and don’ts as well as production number and possible requirements.  IF THERE IS A PROBLEM ATTENDING ORIENTATION, PLEASE DISCUSS  WITH PAGEANT DIRECTOR BY CALLING THE PHONE NUMBER LISTED AT THIE END OF THIS DOCUMENT NO LATER THAN NOVEMB ER  27TH.  
12. REHEARSALS:  All rehearsals are as listed on the handout.  First rehearsal will be open to contestants, coaches and parents.  All other rehearsals will be closed to everyone except contestants  unless otherwise specified by Pageant Director.  Dress rehearsal will be at the Sumter County Fairgrounds March 2nd bring everything you need for the pageant (competition wardrobe, shoes, jewelry and other accessories, musical instruments, hair and cosmetic needs are recommended) NO PARENTS OR VISITORS ALLOWED ONLY CONTESTANTS and DESIGNATED ASSISTANTS.
13. PAGEANT DAY AND NIGHT:  All contestants will report to the Sumter County Fairgrounds thirty minutes (30) prior to their assigned interview time.  You will be expected to be COMPLETELY DRESSED AND WAITING 30 MINUTES BEFORE THE TIME YOU ARE ASSIGNED.   It is crucial that you are ON TIME.  When you have finished your interview, you will be allowed to leave and return to the dressing room with your assistant one hour (1) before the pageant.  You will not be allowed to leave the dressing room for any reason.  Everything you will need for the full pageant must accompany you to the Fairgrounds.  All contestants will remain sequestered backstage until the conclusion of the pageant and “Final Curtain Call”.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!!!!   At the completion of the crowning all contestants are to remain backstage in their evening dress to attend the “Final Curtain Call” This event is to allow the contestants to greet the audience after the pageant.  Upon completion of the “ Final Curtain Call” all contestants will be released.  

14. CONTRACTS AND CONTACTS: All paper work should be returned to  the Sumter County Fair Office.   Pageant Director should  be the initial contact for any information or concerns about the pageant. E-mail question regarding the pageant can be sent to  misssumtercounty@aol.com or sumterfair@aol.com. .   Joy Coleman, Pageant Director can be reached at 352-552-8789.  


These are the Rules and Regulations of the Miss Sumter County Pageant.  Please complete your contestant application and return to the Sumter County Fair Office no later than December 13, 2011 at 4:00  p.m.   Failure to complete all required paperwork may result in dismissal from the pageant.    The Pageant Director and Committee reserve the right to extend the application deadline to encourage more participation.  
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED REHEARSAL SCHEDULES FOR A GENERAL GUIDELINE OF DATES, TIMES AND ACTIVITIES TO BE REHEARSED.   ALL PRACTICES ARE RECOMMENDED, BUT NOT MADATORY.  IT IS UP TO YOU TO BE PREPARED FOR THE COMPEITION.   DRESS REHEARSAL AND PAGEANT IS MANDATORY.    IT IS UP TO YOU TO BE PREPARED FOR THE COMPEITION.


CONTESTANT _________________________________________________________________________________
 PARENT/GUARDIAN ________________________________________________DATE  ______________________
 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF _______________

	The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ______ day of _____ by _____________________________ parent/guardian, who is personally known to me or who produced __________________ as identification.


						____________________________________
						Notary Public Signature
